Boating, Waterways, and the Environment

By Legislative Affairs Director Joe Hellner

The 421st  Session of the Maryland General Assembly begins January 11, 2006 and adjourns April 10, 2006.   I have not heard of any hot issues in Maryland or locally.  Please let me know if your club has an item you want me to look into.
Congratulations to Miles River YC for becoming Maryland’s 111th Certified Clean Marina.  Miles River us the 7th private yacht club to earn this award from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  18% of an estimated 600 boating facilities in Maryland have achieved this distinction.   The Maryland Clean Marina Initiative targets a goal of at least 25%.  By taking care of our environment at the state and local level we forestall potential federal regulation, which will likely not be best suited to the needs of our region.  Many Maryland Yacht Clubs already comply or are close to complying with the requirements for a Maryland Clean Marina.  Why not help keep environmental care at the local level and contact the MD DNR to see how your club can become a Maryland Clean Marina?

What happens is a boat catches fire or explodes on you club pier and takes the pier and other boats with it?  P/C Dennis Lundsford reports Maryland YC has discovered clubs may be at more risk than they realize.  We will keep you posted on the Maryland YC situation but at a minimum your club should ensure every slipholder provides proof of liability insurance on their boat.  Your club insurance carrier may have additional requirements.

Thanks to Stan Bardoff of White Rocks YC who recently joined the YCM Boating and Legislation Committee.  Please don’t hesitate to contact Stan or other members of the committee if you or your club has a boating, environmental, or waterway issue.  As a reminder the other committee members are Charlie Neimeyer, WRYC, Brooks Broome, Boumi YC, Andy & Joan Anderson, CCC, George Anderson, Wellwood YC, and Joe Broseker Riverside YC.  Bob Manders of WRYC has had to withdraw because of health reasons.

I need to hear about your Maryland boating and waterway problems and issues, particularly at the local level and in your own backyard.  Come to the monthly YCM meetings (we promise to be in the listen mode not the transmit) or Email me at legislationofficer@yachtclubsofmaryland.org . 

