Boating, Waterways, and the Environment

By Legislative Affairs Director Joe Hellner

Since last report, I have not heard of any hot issues in our area.  This is the time of year that proposed legislation for the next Maryland General Assembly 90 day session is put together.  The next session will start in early January 2006.  

In case you were unaware, a new PFD law will take effect in Maryland on April 1, 2006.  In addition to the personal floatation device (PFD) law for children under 7, additional features on the PFD, including a strap between the legs and an inflatable headrest or high collar, will be required for children under 4 or under 50 pounds.  Details can be found on the MD DNR website.  Look for appropriate safety gear at your local boating supply outlets this spring.

As a reminder, the law in MD is children under 7 must wear a properly worn Coast Guard approved PFD in good condition while underway on a recreational vessel (kids on commercial fishing/crabbing boats are exempt) under 21 feet in length.  The requirement does not apply when:  a. the vessel is moored or anchored; b. the child is below deck; or c. the child is in an enclosed cabin.

The next Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee meeting is scheduled for November 17, 2005 at Selby Bay Yacht Club starting at 10:00 am. The meeting is open to the public.

I need to hear about your Maryland boating and waterway problems and issues, particularly at the local level and in your own backyard.  Come to the monthly YCM meetings (we promise to be in the listen mode not the transmit) or Email me at legislationofficer@yachtclubsofmaryland.org .  

