LNG Update from Congressman Dutch Ruppersberger

By R/C Joe Hellner

Below is an email sent to me on May 23rd by Michael J. Baker, Outreach Coordinator, Office of Congressman C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger.  It contains encouraging news, is an excellent summary of where things stand, and contains a number of useful links. It was cc’d to Harford County Councilman and fellow boater Dion Guthrie and CBYCA Commodore Don Burton.  I have removed the email addresses to protect their privacy but both can be easily reached via CBYCA or I would be happy to forward your comments/questions.  My response to Mr. Baker follows his email.
-----Original Message-----

From: Baker, Michael [mailto:Michael.Baker@mail.house.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, May 23, 2007 13:54

To: Hellner, Joseph H CIV SEA 07 073R

Cc: Dion Guthrie, Don Burton
Subject: Congressman Ruppersberger and LNG

Dear Mr. Hellner,

             Congressman Ruppersberger asked me to forward information to you regarding his non-stop efforts to stop the proposed LNG plant proposed for Sparrows Point and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission: 

             "FERC is an independent agency that regulates the interstate transmission of natural gas, oil, and electricity, and it is set up as an independent agency to avoid political pressure.  FERC's funding is not part of the Federal government's budget, but it is derived from fees and application costs imposed on the industry they regulate, or the energy industry.  FERC, in consultation with the Coast Guard, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corp of Engineers, has sole authority to approve all energy projects including the AES project and pipeline. 

             I am committed to stopping the approval of this application.  Over the past year I have, working with the Maryland Congressional Delegation, contacted and presented our arguments to the Army Corp of Engineers, the Coast Guard, and the Environmental Protection Agency in an effort to have them intervene on our behalf to stop the LNG proposal from moving forward:

*
We communicated directly with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission asking them to deny a request to build a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facility in Dundalk.  

*
I joined with Members of the Delegation to ask for additional time to include more community input in the filing process; 

*
The Maryland Congressional Delegation also joined together to ask the Army Corp of Engineers to deny AES's application because they have no legitimate plan to deal with the dredged materials.  

*
We are working with other affected Members of Congress who have proposals for LNG facilities in their areas. 

*
I appeared on WYPR to counter the arguments made by Security Expert Richard Clark who said the LNG facility posed no risk to our community.  Clark is a paid consultant for the LNG industry, and it is evident that he does not know the geography of the area. 

*
I contacted AES, Inc. who is interested in the Dundalk site, to inform them that I am opposed to the project.  

*
I have personally met with the LNG Task Force and my staff continues to attend community meetings held on the proposal for Sparrows Point. 

Most recently, I participated in a Congressional Field Hearing at the University of Maryland in Baltimore Law Center, chaired by Congressman Elijah Cummings and his Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation. At the hearing, Congressman Cummings, Senator Mikulski, Congressman Sarbanes and I were able to question federal officials about the safety and security concerns surrounding the proposed Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facility on the site of the former Sparrows Point Shipyard in Eastern Baltimore County.  Please visit the following link for more information - http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/md02_ruppersberger/Ruppersberger_Questions_LNG.html
After the hearing, Congressman Cummings, Congressman Sarbanes and I immediately introduced legislation in the United States House of Representatives that will give local and state governments the right to veto the location of a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facility.  The bill would strike a provision in the Energy Act of 2005 that gave the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) the authority to preempt local and state concerns about the location, construction, and operation of an LNG facility. Additional information may be found at the following link - http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/md02_ruppersberger/morenews/Ruppersberger_LNG_Bill.html   

As your Congressman, I will continue to fight the proposed LNG plant at Sparrows Point and its associated pipeline through northeast Maryland."

Congressman Ruppersberger's Chief of Staff, Tara Oursler, also asked me to extend an invitation to you to speak to Dutch about this issue. Please call 202-225-3061 and tell whoever answers that Tara asked you to call and speak to the Congressman.

I hope this information is helpful to you. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions, and to forward the contents of this email to your Boatervoter email listserv.

Thank you,

Michael J. Baker

Michael J. Baker

Outreach Coordinator

Office of Congressman C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger

375 W. Padonia Road Suite 200

Timonium, MD 21093

michael.baker@mail.house.gov <mailto:michael.baker@mail.house.gov> 

410-628-2701

410-628-2708 FAX

*Please visit Congressman Rupperberger's website at http://www.dutch.house.gov and sign up for his periodic e-mail  newsletter.*

My reply to Mr. Baker:
“Mr. Baker,

Thanks for the update.  I will be happy to pass on the below information to my fellow concerned citizens in the boating community.  

I am encouraged to hear about the bill in Congress to return to state and local governments the right to veto the location of an LNG facility.  The preemption of the democratic process by which our local, state, and national representatives and citizens resolve these matters continues to be one of the most disturbing aspects of the current process.  Most people I talk to about this are stunned to hear they and their elected representatives have no voice due to the Energy Act of 2005, which apparently "slipped under the radar" when it passed.  One of the greatest things about being an American is our right to have a say and it really gets us riled up when folks tamper with that right.  Per your note below, Congress even gave up its "power of the purse" in allowing FERC to be funded by the industry they regulate.  Amazing!  FERC is a completely independent group with no checks and balances!   Unbelievable!

We citizens get the "Not In My Backyard" thing but the Energy Act of 2005 was, frankly, a scorched earth solution where we gave up our collective responsibility to deal with hard things like where to best locate LNG plants and their related infrastructure.  The vast majority of us understand that LNG plants, LNG tankers, and gas pipelines are a necessary part of our energy picture.  We ask only that we have a voice and a vote to ensure that detailed in depth LOCAL knowledge and understanding of facts, issues, and priorities be part of a consensus process to locate these facilities in way all (including the energy companies) can live with. 

Thanks and appreciation to Dutch Ruppersberger for his leadership and dedication on the LNG issue.  Thanks also to Representatives Sarbanes and Cummings and Senator Mikulski. 

Sincerely,

Joe Hellner”

