Protocol Matters

Captain Protocol, RC Joe Heller

The senior representative of the host club greets guests first.  So you normally start with the Commodore and work down.  The princess should be in the receiving line and should be right after the Commodore and 1st Lady or 1st Gentleman.  The princess escort should not be in the line as her escort in the receiving line is the Commodore and 1st Lady/Gentleman on behalf of the Club.  The receiving line should include all the Line Officers (C, V/C, R/C, F/C, S, T) and 1st Mates.  The line may also include the IP/C, the Chaplain, and Sail or Power F/C, and other senior officers as the club sees fit.  Board Members, Auxiliary Officers, Chairpersons, and junior officers such as Pier Captains are not normally included.  If you are the Queen’s home club, the Queen stands immediately after the club princess.

Like the Commodore, princesses represent the club as whole and are official ambassadors for their club.  Since they represent all members of the club, they are above any pecking order except for the senior official of the club present (usually the Commodore).  They also symbolize the next generation and represent the families of the members.  For all matters pertaining to the Club, they become, in effect, an adopted daughter of the Club and all its families.  Protocol wise, all the above means they always stand with the Commodore or the most senior official of the club when the Commodore is not present.

The protocol changes when a princess is being introduced at her home club or an event hosted by her home club.  Because the Commodore and princess are introduced separately, the princess is escorted in by a person of her choice.  The honor is usually given to past commodores, a parent, or a club member or spouse of special significance to the princess.

On the rare occasions where the princess is the only official representative of her club present at another club or event hosted by another club, she may be introduced as representing her club and is escorted by a person of her choice.

