Scuttlebutt and Spindrift

By Salty Sam the Sea Dog

Ahoy there!  I hope you are having happiest of Holidays and a great year in 2006! 

There was an error in my last report.  North Point YC’s Vice Commodore is Ernie Moch not Gene Mauch as I had written.  I must have had baseball on my mind.  Baseball fans will recall that Gene Mauch was a pretty decent second baseman for a number of National League teams in the 50’s who later became a longtime major league manager (1960-1987).  He managed the Phillies, Twins, Expos, and Angels.  Mauch was a strong advocate of "little ball", or an emphasis on basic fundamentals such as bunting, sacrifice plays, and other ways of advancing runners, as opposed to trying to score runs primarily through slugging.  The baseball gods never gave Gene a break - He is the holder of the record for most seasons managed without a pennant (breaking the record formerly held by Jimmy Dykes).  Gene Mauch passed away earlier this year at the age of 79.  V/C Ernie Moch is very much with us and hoping to have a “great season” at North Point YC!

Speaking of typographical errors, Salty has two to relate.  The first is late breaking from the YCM Christmas Party at Laurel Raceway.  It seems just as she was remarking how the Laurel Park staff had misspelled the word “Yacht” in their program, several folks were asking P/C Kathy Hellner of Belvedere YC, what state the “Yacht Clubs of Mayland” was in as printed on her table cards.  In honor of the great state of “Mayland” home of many “yahtc” clubs, a Skunk Flag Honorable Mention is hereby bestowed upon P/C Kathy “Spellcheck” Hellner and the staff of Laurel Park Raceway.

Also from Belvedere YC is the news that on their recent Frostbite Cruise, one of the Belvedere officers attempted to achieve glory for Belvedere and achieved ignominious personal glory instead.  The Bilge Rats reported to Salty that on a certain stall in the ladies room at a Canton restaurant called “Margarita Maggies”, there is a bit of graffiti that states “Bevedere Rules” (or “Bedevere Rules” – Salty Sam could not verify the exact spelling because of gender rules regarding use of the space and Bilge Rats of appropriate gender who were too busy sucking on straws placed in car hubcaps full of Margaritas to help Salty out).  Hopefully, somewhere out there is a club called “Bevedere” that will be proud of their emblazoned status in a Canton, MD restroom!  For leaving her mark in a place best left unremarked while remarkably mismarking the Belvedere mark, a Skunk Flag Honorable Mention is hereby bestowed upon Fleet Captain Anna “Dictionary” Davis!

Please keep Salty posted on your news from around the clubs (send to TBear5@Prodigy.net).  If you can’t find Salty, P/C Joe Hellner of Belvedere YC knows where Salty hangs out and is always happy to pass on your information. Wharf Rats and Bilge Rats are especially encouraged to send gossip and news of nautical misadventures.  

Till next port o’ call, this is Salty wishin’ ya fair winds and following seas.

