Scuttlebutt and Spindrift

By Salty Sam the Sea Dog

Ahoy there!  For most of us, our boats should be safely tucked in for the winter as we focus on the holiday season.  Among out fellow boaters braving the elements, Salty has a Special Salute and thank you for those who will delight and amaze us with their wonderful creations in the boat light parades around the Bay.  If you have a light parade story or a picture for the web site please send them to Salty.  Did you know that P/C Hank Stratmeyer of North Point YC won a “Best in Show” award last December for his Christmas Locomotive?  A traveling “Ship’s Wheel” goes with that award.  Maybe your club will have the wheel on the wall in 2006!

Speaking of North Point YC, Salty has boating safety story to pass on.  As Salty understands it, V/C Gene Mauch went outside of his boat to check a noise in the middle of the night and fell, breaking his ankle and falling into the water.  No one was around to help him.  Fortunately, Gene was able to make it out of the water.  If you hear a noise at night, please alert someone on your boat before going topside to check. 

In general, it is always good practice to let someone know what you will be doing if you plan on working on or operating a boat by yourself.   After years of being around boats it is easy to forget boats and the water can be very dangerous.  During the winter months, it can be foolhardy to be out alone on a boat, dock, or pier.

A Salty Congratulations and Best Wishes is hereby given to Ventnor YC Commodore and Past King of the Chesapeake Sonny Micelli and fiancée Gloria Trawitz.  To the astonishment of all in attendance, especially Gloria, Sonny proposed at the recent Ventnor YC Commodores Ball during his Commodore’s speech.  Gloria quickly recovered to give Sonny the answer he was hoping for.

Please keep Salty posted on your news from around the clubs (send to TBear5@Prodigy.net).  If you can’t find Salty, P/C Joe Hellner of Belvedere YC knows where Salty hangs out and is always happy to pass on your information. Wharf Rats and Bilge Rats are especially encouraged to send gossip and news of nautical misadventures.  

Till next port o’ call, this is Salty wishin’ ya fair winds and following seas.

