YCM Issue Alert – Liquid Natural Gas in Baltimore

“Tool for Terrorists?”

“Dredge and Dump Nightmare?”

“Threat to the Chesapeake Bay?”

The more we learn about LNG at Sparrows point, the more we conclude it is one of the worst things that could happen to Maryland and the Chesapeake Bay!

Do you know where the Turner Station neighborhood is?  Turner Station is about 0.8 mile from where the LNG would be stored and the LNG ships would unload.  Most of Dundalk is within 2 miles.  One accident or an act of terrorism and lots of people will die.  It is that simple.  This is not the type of stuff that you bring in massive quantities into populated areas.   Nevertheless, there are people tripping over themselves to sell the rest of us out for a few pieces of silver.  Turner Station?  So?  So indeed.

As for the Chesapeake Bay, one of the things we have learned is that Former Representative Helen Bentley (she is now a paid lobbyist for putting LNG at Sparrows) has stated a reason to support the LNG site is to help the Port of Baltimore by forcing channels to be deepened.  Those who opposed massive dumping of dredge spoils in the Bay a few years ago (remember Site 104?) need to get on the warpath right away.  As those who oppose Bay dumping well know, there are a number of Maryland politicians that think deeper channels will turn the Port of Baltimore into a major port.   The facts simply don't support this.  

In addition to the incredible danger of an LNG Storage facility in a populated area, the LNG site is clearly another attack on the Chesapeake Bay by the dredge and dump crowd who simply cannot accept that Baltimore does not fit within the economics of major cargo shipping.

Rep. Wayne Gilchrest (MD District 1) was and is a major opponent of Bay dumping.  He is a good person to contact about the impacts of the LNG site on the Bay.

Apparently 24" pipes will be run along the I-95 corridor to ship the LNG to Pennsylvania and the right of way will be taken by eminent domain.  We all know how a neighborhood gets emptied whenever there is a gas leak from 1" pipes and the houses that get blown away when the gas goes off.  LNG is 600 times more concentrated than what comes into your house as gas.

LNG Tankers contain over 30 Million Gallons of LNG!
I note that the LNG Facility and the folks in Turner Station and Dundalk that will be turned into crispy critters are in Dutch Ruppersberger's Congressional District 2.  If Rep. Ruppersberger is your Congressman, let him know you are concerned about the impact to the Bay and the presence of such a dangerous substance in highly populated areas. 

Over in California, people are upset with proposed LGG facilities 15 MILES OFFSHORE!!  Apparently, terrorists or an accident could waste the towns of Oxnard and Malibu and both mayors are strongly opposed.

15 miles out in the ocean seems a lot better than in Dundalk less than 5 miles from downtown Baltimore!

The only tests have been on spills of 10,000 gallons of LNG, not the 3 million gallons or more that scientists believe would be released if a tanker were breached by a bomb or missile.

LNG does not magically float up and away.  It is very cold.  Leaks tend to spread along the water and ground in heavy vapor clouds.  Imagine what a terrorist could do by opening the right valves and letting the stuff run out for a while.
We understand the Bay Bridge will be closed when the LNG ships pass (3 per week).  If this stuff is safe, why close the Bay Bridge?  If I were a terrorist, under the Bridge seems the perfect place to open the valves and light the LNG off.

This will bring only 50 jobs to Maryland and 200 while the facility is being constructed.  There have been no guarantees these jobs will go to locals.  Supposedly the tax revenue will be $95 Million per year.  That is about $19 per Maryland resident in exchange potential massive death and destruction and the ruination of the Chesapeake Bay.

We understand that the application process for the LNG plant can't get started without the Governor's authorization.  If this is true, Governor Ehrlich needs to be convinced not to act in haste, so that the all facts are gathered and the citizens of Maryland have the opportunity to be made fully aware of this issue.  

Many of your fellow members in the yacht club community are already involved and have done research, attended meetings, networked, and contacted authorities and politicians.  For YCM, feel free to contact Joe Hellner, Charlie Neimeyer, Joe Broseker, Lou Konopake, and Connie Ragone.  We will continue to work this issue and keep you posted.

This is a matter of big money and power.  It will take every citizen if we are to avoid learning to love the bomb.  Go to the meetings.  Get involved.  Pass the word.  Contact your politicians right away! 

