April 4, 2006

The LNG bill for Baltimore County passed the Senate Finance Committee.  SB 997 for the whole state did not - not a surprise since that would have affected the existing LNG facility at Cove Point.  There was no action on the house bills.  

Senator Stone continues to lead the charge.  I emailed his staff last week asking that the Senator not let the issue die in the rush to complete the General Assembly session.  His staff responded that he intends to not let the bill die.  

There is a Senate Finance Committee amendments report that accompanies the bill - I'll see what I can find out about amendments. Dredging amendments were mentioned by Sen. Stone at the hearings.  There is nothing on line so far.  
Never say never but if the bill functions as intended, I think it would essentially kill the project at Sparrows Point (or just about anywhere in Baltimore County).  Hopefully there are amendments that will help protect the Bay and those who use it.  Still a long way to go, but things happen fast at the end of the session.
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