Boating, Waterways, and the Environment

By Legislative Affairs Director Joe Hellner

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) needs your input on the proposed Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) terminal at Sparrows Point and a 87-mile pipeline through Baltimore and Harford counties.  The FERC is the decision authority that will determine what happens in our state and in your backyard.  Dates have been set for Federal Energy Regulatory Commission officials to meet with residents to comment on how the project could affect such things as safety, recreation, wildlife and transportation.  

The FERC will decide whether to approve the plan by AES Corp. to build an LNG terminal at the former shipyard and a 28-inch-diameter pipeline from the facility to southern Pennsylvania.  Most people along the pipe route are probably unaware of how close it will run by their homes and communities.  The project also calls for dredging Bear Creek and the Patapsco River to accommodate the tankers carrying imported LNG. 

You will be most effective if you provide specific concerns and facts.  Be specific about things that don’t add up.  It is your duty to your fellow citizens to speak up if have expertise in relevant  areas such as dredging, toxins in the dredge sediment, impacts on the Chesapeake Bay, security, terrorist activities, and the dangers of gas leaks.   

The FERC deadline for written public comments is June 16. 

The FERC meeting schedule: 

• 7 p.m. June 5 at North Point-Edgemere Volunteer Fire Co., 7500 North Point Road in Sparrows Point. 

• 7 p.m. June 6 at East Brandywine Fire Hall, 2096 Bondsville Road in Downingtown, Pa. 

• 7 p.m. June 7 at Harford Community College, 401 Thomas Run Road in Bel Air. 

A tour of the Sparrows Point shipyard begins at 8 a.m. June 6.  A tour of the proposed pipeline route begins at 8 a.m. June 7 at the East Brandywine Fire Hall. 

Information: 1-866-208-3372. 

In addition to the many Maryland politicians that are opposing the LNG project, an international trade and investment lawyer, Bart S. Fisher, has agreed to represent eastern Baltimore County residents opposed to a proposed liquefied natural gas facility on Sparrows Point.   As reported in The Baltimore Sun, Fisher said he is working pro bono for the Greater Dundalk Alliance's LNG Opposition Team because "the entire project is ill-conceived. I wanted to do what I could to help." 

As always, I need to hear about your Maryland boating and waterway problems and issues, particularly at the local level and in your own backyard.  Come to the monthly YCM meetings (we promise to be in the listen mode not the transmit) or Email me at Tbear5@Prodigy.net or, if urgent, at my office at Joseph.Hellner@navy.mil 

