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Final form of the bill passed the senate unanimously.  The bill is now with the House Economic Matters Committee.  The bill has changed a lot from the versions submitted at the hearings.  
There is motherhood from the LNG lobby included in the preamble noting "the increasing demand for natural gas" (Tell us something we don't know. Are they trying to imply that if we don't build at Sparrows Point, we all freeze because we will run out of gas?  Spare me!) and how it is "feasible and cost effective" (For whom?  Not for us little guys who pay the gas bill. It always goes up no matter how much stuff they build.) 
The bill also notes an overwhelming majority of residents of the area have voiced their opposition to the proposed facility (Cool!  The little guy was heard!).  Deleted from the bill are the 2 mile residential exclusion zone and referral to the MD Public Service Commission (not popular now because they are seen by the MD Gen Assembly as being too close with the energy companies).  
The bad news is that the bill is no longer a killer of the Sparrows Point Project.  The good news is that the bill does stop the process from racing ahead in 2006 and does create a basis for the legislature and governor to take further action presumably based on the facts and the science as established by the task force.
What the bill does now is to establish a Baltimore County LNG Task Force to gather facts, study the science, and assess the impacts.  The Task Force reports to the Governor and General Assembly by 31 December 2006.  The Good News is that the bill requires the Task Force to address all the issues that were raised by people and organizations who testified and wrote in.  Included are impacts on recreational and commercial boating and fishing, impacts to the environment, and impacts of dredging, and waterfront access by nearby property owners.
The issue now becomes who is to sit on the task force.  Six members of the Task Force are to be from the State District in which Sparrows Point is located.  There is no boater seat per se but we presumably will be able work with the MD Department of Natural Resources and the MD Department of the Environment Reps as well as the six community reps.  There are certain people in the community that have led the charge and ideal to sit on the task force that many of us have met.  Clearly the neighborhood of Turner Station must have a representative.
The pro-LNG lobby keeps claiming the facts support them and that we citizens just need to be educated and we will "see the light".   We'll see.
