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March 22, 2006

Testimony to the Senate Finance & House Economic Matters Committees:

We support SB 997 & HB1671 but do they go far enough?

Massive concentrated quantities of natural gas should not be brought into populated areas!   A residential safety zone is a must for all of Maryland but how do we know 2 miles is enough? One large accident or an act of terrorism and lots of people will die or be injured.  

We strongly recommend the bills be amended to ban LNG tankers from proceeding north beyond the LNG facility at Cove Point, MD and to increase the residential safety zone to account for the uncertainties stemming from lack of data.

Test data does not exist on large releases of LNG.  The largest test so far was 10,000 gallons.  The tankers and the storage tanks will contain millions of gallons, which any competent terrorist will ensure are used to maximum effect.  We wonder why companies dealing in LNG are not anxious to conduct scientifically sound tests to end uncertainty and speculation 

These bills appear to be a good start but do not address the presence of huge LNG tankers in the densely populated areas of the Northern Chesapeake Bay, the harm and costs of dredging to accommodate these large ships, or security driven disruption and economic impacts of activities such as fishing, boating, and bridge crossings.   Will we have to close the Chesapeake Bay Bridge?  How about the Key Bridge?  Who pays for all the security?  Why a big pipeline from Baltimore to Pennsylvania?  How will the pipeline be safe and secure? What happens if the pipe is breached?  Why not place the LNG facility closer to where the gas has to go?  Why not in a less populated waterway and land area?  Why not in Delaware or New Jersey on the Delaware Bay?  Why not in Pennsylvania or New Jersey along the Delaware River?
In California, there is significant opposition to proposed LGG facilities 15 MILES OFFSHORE!!  15 miles out in the ocean seems a lot better than less than 5 miles from downtown Baltimore!  LNG vapor does not magically float up and away.  It is very cold and dense.  Leaks tend to spread along the water and ground in heavy toxic vapor clouds.  What if a breeze is helping push the vapor?

The Sparrows Point proposal will bring only 50 permanent jobs to Maryland.  We have heard the potential tax revenue will be about $19 per Maryland citizen.  Does not seem worth it to us.
Who we are:  Yacht Clubs of Maryland (YCM) provides a means for close frequent interaction and mutual support among Maryland yacht clubs for the purpose of planning social and charitable events, advancing the sport of yachting, promoting the sciences of seamanship and navigation, and addressing local boating and waterway legislative, environmental and regulatory matters of mutual interest.   Many member clubs also belong to the CBYCA.  YCM supports and endorses the positions and testimony of the CBYCA. 

Who I am:  Joseph Hellner, resident of Millersville, MD, an experienced recreational boater in both power and sail, a former naval officer, and a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy.  I am also a Past Commodore of the CBYCA and of Belvedere Yacht Club in Arnold, MD.
Sincerely,

Joseph Hellner






  

YCM Legislative Affairs Director











