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We believe FERC will find a good balance exists among the commercial and private users of the Chesapeake Bay and among the people who live around the Bay and its tributaries.  We locals and users of the Chesapeake Bay know it is a national treasure and are committed to protecting, preserving, and improving it.  After over a century of abuse, the Chesapeake Bay is undergoing a slow and difficult recovery.  LNG shipping is not the right activity for a relatively small shallow waterway fighting a relentless battle against silting in a region moving away from industrial activity.  The Northern Chesapeake Bay is not an industrial barge canal ready for relentless dredging, monstrous ugly tankers, flashing lights, exclusion zones and grouchy security forces.   

Given hundreds of innocent looking small craft that will be around the LNG tanker, how will it be possible to stop a well-organized swarm of attackers suddenly emerging from the crowd?  Add a helicopter or two and taking over the tanker should not be too difficult for a well-trained and well-armed group.  For maximum effect, we find it plausible that terrorists would try ramming the tanker into the Bay Bridge and setting it ablaze.  Even a small intentional act from terrorists in the turning basin would create a hazard zone of 2500-3500 meters (as shown in the Sandia Labs report proffered by AES as an authoritative voice). Such a zone would likely engulf the nearby Key Bridge and cause major damage and potential major loss of life and injuries to Turners Station and other communities within that 3500 meter area..

Will the Chesapeake Bay or Key Bridges need to be closed while the tankers pass under or nearby?  For how long?  What will be the impacts of closing these bridges?  Why is this fair to the community?

Who enforces the security?  Who provides the escort vessels? The Maryland DNR police?  The Coast Guard?  Baltimore City Police?  We see precious few law enforcers on the Chesapeake Bay and have witnessed years of chronic under funding of agencies that provide waterway security and safety.  How many additional security personnel will be needed for the Sparrows Point LNG tanker run?  Who funds the additional personnel?  What security force will be needed on the shore, bridges, and around Bear Creek?  If the company hires its own security force, what assurance is there that the people are competent and dedicated?  We forecast a window dressing security force (a la airport security before 9/11) supplied by a low bidder, which will cut and run when trouble starts.  

Since the state of Maryland and local jurisdictions like Baltimore County clearly oppose this facility, will the money for security and oversight be in the federal budget?  Why is it in the federal interest to subsidize the activities of AES?  What if Congress does not appropriate sufficient funds?  What services will the local Coast Guard District drop to meet LNG shipping requirements if sufficient funds are not provided?

Has FERC permitted LNG facilities (or similar) in high-income, high property value areas or are these facilities only permitted in low-income areas populated by minorities?  State and local agencies have testified to FERC that the area around the Sparrows Point site is intended for non-industrial development, so if it is not an industrial site, why should the citizens of Turner Station and Around Bear Creek “live with it” while the citizens of Miami Beach, FL, Philadelphia, PA, or Atlantic City, NJ need not? Would not a Philadelphia site be closer to users of the LNG and therefore cause far less disruption as a result of a much shorter pipeline?

We urge FERC to listen to the elected officials, the affected citizens, and the experts who have all presented the facts----Sparrows Point is unsuited based on environmental, safety, and economic facts, data, and concerns. America is the world’s leading democracy and we urge FERC to show its support of our democracy and sustain the will of the majority in this instance, especially when that will is backed up by the facts.

Sincerely,
Joe Hellner

Legislative Affairs Director
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